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“Revised CoC Seminar” by an Officer from PEFC

In May 2013 PEFC CoC standard was revised for securing
conformity with EUTR requirements which came into effect
last March. As a follow-up to Revised CoC Seminar which
was originally planned but cancelled last October, with much
pleasure we are planning the seminar again.

Details of the seminar are as follows;

Date: 17th December, 2013 (Tue) 10AM-12PM

Venue:  Sokuryo Nenkin Kaikan, Shinjuku, Tokyo

Tel: 03-3235-7211

Participation Fee: 2,000 yen per person incl. material

For attendance, please submit an application to PEFCAP

by e-mail to info@pefcasia.org or fax to to 03-3513-0292.
The lecture will be done in English with Japanese translation.

PEFCAP extends utmost welcome to as many participants as
possible on this rare but excellent occasion.
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PEFC Week held in Malaysia
PEFC International hosted PEFC Week in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia starting from 13 November with participation of
over 300 global stakeholders who have interest in the
promotion of sustainable management of the region’s forests.
PEFC Week consisted of Part 1: 18th PEFC General
Assembly and Part 2: PEFC Stakeholder Dialogue.
Throughout the event, active discussions developed on the
themes such as importance and necessity of promoting
sustainable forest management in the region’s tropical forests,
its approaches and methodology, expectation for the PEFC*s
role and its further promotion.
<18th PEFC General Asembly>
The major achievements of the previous year were reported
by Chairman, to which followed the approval of the annual
financial report/budget and the assumption and retirement of
the board members. Reflecting the fact that the GA was held
in Asia, it was characterized by a color of Asia, such as aseries
of the introductory presentations made by the representatives
from Asian counties. For example, China reported that
Chinese Forst Certification Council is in the final stage of the
acquisition of PEFC Endorsement. Indonesian Forest
Certification Cooperation had just submitted an application
for PFFC Endorsement. Japan’s Sustainable Green Eco-
system Council reported that their participation in PEFC had
been approved by its general assembly. In addition to it,
representatives from India, Turkey, Philippines, Myanmar and
Republic of Congo reported on the current moves of
establishing national forest certification scheme in each
country.
It was strongly impressed throughout the conference that the
expected PEFC endorsement for CFCC in the near future is
fueling the moves of establishing national schemes and
acquiring PEFC membership and endorsement in Asian
countries which have huge volume of the trade of forest-based
products with China.
<PEFC Stakeholder Dialogue>
The welcome addresses by PEFC Chairman and MTCC
Chairman opened Part 2 of the PEFC Week, to which
followed the welcome and congratulatory address by Minister
of Plantations and Commodities of Malaysia. Minister
emphasised in his presentation the importance and necessity
of promoting sustainable management of tropical forests and
whilst referring to the role played by and contribution made
by Malaysia in this area. In the PEFC Stakeholder Dialogue,
various events were held such as lectures and panel
discussions on the selected relevant themes. Finally, the
articipants were divided into sevarl groups under specific
themes of their interest/choice for detailed discussions.
More details of this event is available on PEFCAP website.
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This issue features PEFC Australia/AFS.
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PEFC has a strong presence in Australia.

The Australian Forest Certification Scheme (AFCS) is one
of the over 30 national schemes endorsed by PEFC and
Australian Forestry Standard Ltd is the PEFC National
Governing Body for Australia.

AFS Ltd is also accredited as a Standards Development
Organisation by the Accreditation Board for Standards
Development Organisations. The forest management
standard and the chain of custody standard which form the
core of the AFCS are therefore formally recognised as
Australian Standards® (AS4708 and AS4707 respectively).
The majority of the Australian forests and plantations from
which wood is harvested are certified to the Australian
Standard® for sustainable forest management. More than
250 Australian businesses hold chain of custody certification
to demonstrate that they can trace products from forests
certified to the Australian or other PEFC endorsed forest
management standards.

AFS Ltd supports the expansion of PEFC in Asia because it
will help to improve the management of more of the World’s
forests and because it will improve market awareness PEFC
and the importance of giving preference to products from
certified forests.

In 2013, the revised Australian Standard® for sustainable
forest management was released which reflects best forest
management practice and strengthens forest managers'
responsibilities including in relation to social, cultural and
public participation requirements. The review also addressed
a number of issues which had emerged since the last review
5 years ago, including managing for climate change and
prohibiting the use of genetically modified trees.

The Australian Standard® for chain of custody for certified
wood and forest products is currently undergoing its
scheduled review. The Reference Committee is considering
the feedback provided on a draft Standard released during
September this year.

At the last Annual General Meeting the inaugural Chair of
AFS Ltd, Mr Geoff Gorrie retired after a decade of service
to forest certification in Australia. Geoff also served as a
member of the PEFC Board Selection Committee. He will
be replaced as Chair of AFS Ltd in December by Ms Kate
Carnell AO, former Chief Minister of the Australian Capital
Territory.

Richard Stanton,Secretary General, PEFC Australia

Village Centre, National
Arboretum, Canberra. Winner,
Excellence in the use of
Australian certified timber
products, Australian Timber
Design Awards 2013.
Photo:Brett Boardman
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Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) can quantify the impact of
forest certification, study shows

Companies can measure and minimize the environmental
footprint of the wood-based products they source, according
to a recent study by Quantis. The study confirmed that it is
possible to quantify, to a certain extent, the impact differen-
tial between certified and non-certified forest products within
Life Cycle Assessments. This development is extremely
beneficial to everybody wishing to quantify the impact of
their responsible timber sourcing practices and integrate it
within product life cycle assessments.

Corporations and consumers alike want to better address the
sustainability of the products they manufacture and consume.
However, product sustainability is multifaceted and requires
diverse management approaches. One of these approaches is
life cycle assessment, a technique for assessing environ-
mental impacts associated with all the stages of a product's
life from cradle-to-grave.

“Responsible companies source certified forest products
because they know it is the right thing to do, but until now,
they have been unable to quantify the real impact of that
decision on climate change, human health and/or ecosystem
quality, PEFC saw this as an opportunity and partnered with
Quantis to develop new LCA datasets and fill this gap.”
commented PEFC. Quantis identified deforestation as the
basis for differentiating the environmental impacts of
certified and non-certified forest products. By definition,
certified wood comes from forests under SFM, where a
holistic management approach is used to maintain the forest
now and in the future. Non-certified wood, on the other hand,
does not have the sustainability assurance and therefore may
be linked to deforestation. The resulting process and datasets
from the project thus integrate a shared impact or response-
bility of deforestation across all non-certified forest product.
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Cooperatives Meet to Discuss for PEFC in Vietnam

PEFC Workshop was held in September in Hue, Vietnam for
introducing PEFC to representatives from the Alliance, the
provincial Department of Forestry, cooperatives, private
companies and NGOs. Referring to the short cutting cycle
often employed by forest owners throughout Vietnam, Mr.
Ngo Viet Quyt, Director of the Thua Thien Hue Cooperative
Alliance, an alliance of over 200 cooperatives scattered
throughout this province commented, “Trees can sustain
livelihoods and provide families with a secure income, but
being trapped in a circle of poverty people are forced to make
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decisions based on short-term needs rather than longer term
prosperit.” While short cutting cycles may contribute to

household income, consideration to forest product
optimization and sustainability requirements can increase the
social, environmental and economic benefits derived from
forest resources.

The workshop was one activity within the ongoing twinning
support program between Finnish forest owners and
cooperative alliances in Vietham. The program seeks to share
experiences between small forest owners from drastically
different parts of the world. Drawing on the Finnish
experiences, the program supports the strengthening of forest
owner organizations — cooperative alliances (operating at the
provincial level) and individual cooperatives (operating at the
local commune level). Moreover, the project is aiming to
increase the capacity of cooperatives and smallholders to
implement sustainable forest practices and build stronger
business models around their forest resources.

On PEFC incolvment in the project, PEFC commented.
“Forest certification should help people gain more value and
benefits from their forest resources — not take it away. By
cooperating on this pilot project, we hope to inject some new
ideas and approaches into how certification can be affordable
and profitable for companies and family forest owners alike,
while safeguarding the environmental benefits that forests
provide. Clearly, forest resources have the potential to lift
people out of poverty in Vietnam and it is our imperative to

make certification an opportunity and not a market barrier.”
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Editor’s Note

Starting with the “Abe-nomics™, 2013 turned to be an exciting year
symbolised by the year’s selected most popular phrases such as
“Omotenashi (Japanese hospitality)”. The problems of Fukushima
and the local peoples’ continuing difficult living conditions caused
by the Quake/Tsunami still remain deeply in our mind. However,
the recent news that Tokyo was selected as the host city for the
2020 Olympic Games surely encouraged Japanese people a lot.
This may not be really known in Japan, but, for the London Games
in 2012, only certified wood and paper materials were used for the
construction of all related stadiums/facilities and printed matters.
The city of Tokyo, being one of the most advanced and leading
cities of the world, we strongly wish that certified wood/paper
materials will be also used in 2020. We started approaches to any
possible concerned organisations. Your cooperation in this would
be highly appreciated.

Have a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! (Makiko Horio)

“It is of course ‘super’

| to stay in Kotatsu when

it becomes so cold outside,
meowd”’
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