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Petition to Director General of Forestry Agency on Use of
Certified Timber for Tokyo Olympic/Paralympic Games

As already reported in PEFCAP Newsletter Vol.21 last

June, certified timber and paper were used for almost all
related constructions/buildings and printed matters used at
2012 London Olympic Games, and this great achievement
was highly praised as an environmentally-friendly
international sports event. The city of Rio de Janero is
committed to succeed this accomplishment for the next 2016
Rio Games and the relative preparation is in progress now.

In order to take this “legend” to coming 2020 Tokyo Games,
PEFC and other forest certification systems (SGEC and FSC)
have jointly developed an initiative for submitting petitions to
the related organisations for the use of certified timber and
paper. We have already visited Cabinet Secretariat, Forestry
Agency of Japan (FAJ), Forestry Policy Council of Liberal
Democratic Party and submitted the petition letter and will
expand the approaches to Tokyo Metropolitan Government
and other related organisations.

On the belief that it is quite appropriate that sustainability
assuring certified timber should be used for the Olympic
Games which will be held at the capital city of Japan, where
trees have been cultivated as tradition with much affection
and appreciation.

Should you have any suggestion on this initiative such as
petitions or media appeal, please let us know.
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Douglas Fir and European Spruce are included as Eligible
Species of Foresty Agency’s Timber Use Points Program
Timber Use Points Program, which was inaugurated in March
2013, originally excluded foreign species from its eligible
species list. In response to the concerns and requests from
some PEFC CoC-certified companies, PEFCAP submitted to
FAJ a letter of petition requesting for the inclusion of
PEFC-certified foreign species in the list. Likewise, some
organisations representing main timber exporting countries to
Japan have approached to FAJ for submitting the similar
request.
Responding to such moves, FAJ agreed to include US-made
Douglas Fir to the list as the first case in January this year.
The decision was grounded on the fact that the the stock
volume of the species is showing an increase in the USA and
the recognition that the use of the species has a significant
ripple effect upon the development of the local economy of
rural areas in Japan.
In addition to the above, in March this year Austrian
European Spruce was added to the list of the eligible species,
as the first case for European timber.
Austria is a country where approximately 47.6% of the land is
covered by forests and 68% of them are certified to PEFC.
This corresponds to almost 4 millions Ha and 2.7million Ha
respectivel and shows how well PEFC is accepted by the local
forest owners and mamanger.s
For detailsof this matter, please refer to the relevant website
of FAJ.
www.rinya.maff.go.jp/j/riyou/point/tsuikal.html
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PEFC Exhibited at Japan Kenzai Fair again
PEFCAP exhibited at the 31st Japan Kenzai Fair, which was
held at Tokyo Big Sight on both 14™and 15" of March, 2014.
During the fair, PEFCA gave a presentation at the Wood Fibre
Practical Seminar Corner on the topics such as forest
certification, PEFC and the joint initiative by three forest
certification systems to promote the use of certified materials
for 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games under the title “Utilization
of Environmentally-friendly Timber at Olympic/Paralympic
Games;- let us realize it also at 2020 Tokyo Games.”
The presentation referred to the Olympic Games held at
Vancouver, London, Sochi , Rio de Janeiro through toTokyo
and explaind how and why certified materials were used and
should be used.
According to the organiser, Japan Kenzai Co., Ltd., the fair
achieved total sales of over JPY50 billion, reflecting the
active business transactions.

Vol.31 2014 % 3 A 30 B®4T 2



PEFC SEEBE AV N—KEHFMBIIHFED AN

PEFC Council Member National Schemes

SACHBNTEDETA)H-HF5 D SFI TY,

SFI [E. W FEEEVTAAD D EREMRERERRITE
EINTHEY. PEFC DAREEZ(T1-dL KD ith D FIEEEEH
E (ATFS &£ CSA)ZHRFELTULET . Thbhb. o DERE
T74/3—I& SF1 ® COC THRAMMELTROLNFET £
DFER . ALK DEBIEFHD I 70%(E SFID RSN ILDEE
A A EETT,

BE4E 11 A, SFIIFEMBAVN—DHTRELFEEDELA S
RIIHIEELLCEMEE PEFC IZ&bE WV MESELT=. SFI
DM EIEIL. 2 F5 Ha 2 . &5t 1 {8 Ha IZELFEL
f=o CNITRTEKY 25% LU EDBUIZHI-VET,
JEKIZELT, SFI (&, BERFICHLEROB S, £EHE
BLUHEMEROHEGIRELCEEOM LICENSHEE
BADYR—NOE5EROLME—DHMREBIEFIETT,
1995 FE LK. SFIDBEZRE L. 8 14 BFILEFHK - HREDH
RITHRELTHEELZ. 2010 £XY, SFI (FBEEOHARIKRE
IZIZT. BECEENLEHT-Y 40 BRILZHETOD Y
MIBRETHREDRELHIBHEER/ - F—vT T
0y LERIBLEL,

SFIIZB T 315 — DML, TRTO/BE DT
ICBT2EEHIHZMNEEERETT774/\—FE(CH
THRERBENZE(FONFET, RIAAZRELNSDEMEC
(X HEBRT-ROVY AV, BIAEFMM S LU EATIZH
BOLWEMHGEENEENET, IERFMICx TS SFI
DIEBIIG L. EHFEMDOH 20%LHELEEZ T TLENT
A)AZHHTEREEELEKRAEVEE>TVET,
BEROMREFTHAKEEDKINERR
BAOMBTHAIRTIEEERDRESHETHIAM
FRARAUMHEL, BEE 12 AICKEEDRRHAEFHED
S ERBIE)AMIBMIN-IEEHRRLELZ, RFIEDT
ST 1 ELTRO LN RIBEL TR RD R LR
YELIz CNIEREEZHD LD T, OB ARTED Z(T
ANICHLBADBEEZEVNLOERDIET,
KRIEKEIZKIAKRPCEMOMBBHEDEERNE S
HB2EDTHIENDS ERDKEKRFEEELT A H et FEH
BELSICOEELHEBEOZTANDEOIZHEL TR
LTkZEL,

FRRFBRAITOAKRBEMEED 90%ZEEHHTHY.
KEOMEXERIICOMBREDEETHHOI— Y+
DITEREGELDBATLIZ, 1ET VU REZEQEE
MEREI—DT 4L 9% —Ivan Eastin Hi2IFR~REL
foo TREEDRRATHIEMIELTROONIETK
EOHREEEIHRFNZR. ERICHEERRAITOXRLN
AOEMORFEIFEMUEL . 1&EKITTHRAREL =,
COHEDQFMEIE. TAIAHERBBESELUVTIUIO KX
PIRBLHEMRBZEROIITHARETSEILESL,

SFI DHEHEMO—1—ALI—DEREFLEINBIAIL.
Rachel.Dierolf@sfiprogram.org F T EAZLZELY,

This issue features SFI USA/Canada.

SFI operates on public and private lands in both Canada and the
US. SFI recognizes the other North American PEFC-endorsed
standards (ATFS & CSA) by accepting that fiber as acceptable
certified forest content in SFI’s chain of custody (COC)
on-product labels. As a result, the SFI on-product label can
communicate fiber from approx. 70 % of certified forests in
North America.

Last November PEFC International praised SFI for the greatest
increase in forest certification of the PEFC national members.
SFI-certified area grew by over 20 million Ha to a total of just
over 100 million Ha- representing more than a 25% growth
since last year.

The SFI Program is the only forest certification standard in
North America that requires participants to support and engage
in research activities to improve forest health, productivity and
sustainable management of forest resources. Since 1995, SFI
Program Participants have invested nearly $1.4 billion to date
in research in forestry. In addition to our corporate investment
in research, SFI Inc. started a Conservation and Community
Partnerships Grant Program in 2010 where it committed
400,000 a year of its own funds to invest in research projects.
Another unique element of the SFI program is the fibre
sourcing requirements that promote responsible forest
management on all suppliers’ lands. Certified Sourcing material
can also include fibre from pre-or post-consumer recycled
content, certified forests and fibre sourced from
non-controversial sources.  SFI’s proactive approach in
addressing non-certified forest content is important in North
America since only about 20% of the lands in the U.S. are
certified to a forest certification standard.

Japan’s Forestry Agency Recognizes US Douglas Fir

The Japanese Forestry Agency’s Wood-use point Program, a
homebuilding subsidy program in Japan, announced this past
December that Douglas-fir produced in the US has been added
to the list of recognized tree species eligible for program points.
U.S. Douglas-fir is the first foreign wood species to be
approved as a "local wood" species under the Japanese
program. This is a significant and likely to set the stage for the
acceptance of other imported wood species.

The U.S. Embassy in Tokyo and the U.S. Softwood Export
Council collaborated to advocate for acceptance of this
important species because Douglas fir represents a significant
portion of the United States’ log and lumber exports to Japan.
“The U.S. forest products industry stood to lose substantial
market share as a result of these subsidies since Douglas-fir
represents almost 90% of our log and lumber exports to Japan,”
said Ivan Eastin, Prof. and Dir. of the University of
Washington's Center for International Trade in Forest Products
(CINTRAFOR). “By having U.S. Douglas-fir recognized as
‘local wood,” U.S. exporters have gained a competitive
advantage and could actually increase their sales of Douglas-fir
logs/lumber to Japan.”

See the story on the U.S. Softwood Export Council and the
University of Washington School of Environmental and Forest
Sciences website.  For more details or requesting SFI
newsletter, please contact Rachel.Dierolf@sfiprogram.org .
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The Sweet Side of Sustainability:

“Eurochocolate” Meets Sustainable Forest Management
While enjoying the huge variety of chocolate on show,
visitors to the 20th Eurochocolate, an International Chocolate
Exhibition held in Perugia, Italy, could clean their hands with
PEFC certified paper napkins. This ten day event dedicated to
900,000 chocolate lovers took sustainability to heart, with the
celebratory 20th edition called ‘Evergreen: The Sweetness of
Being Sustainable’.

The paper napkins found on the shelves of all the stands were
made from PEFC certified pulp. Lined up end to end, these
napkins would reach to a distance of fifty kilometers. In
figures, 468,000 napkins, each with the logos of the three
protagonists: PEFC, Eurochocolate and BulkySoft, with a
total weight of about 633 kilograms.

Furthermore, thanks to the Memorandum of Understanding
between by Eurochocolate and PEFC Italy, all the printed
material used throughout this festival, including posters,
brochures, programs, flyers and paper bags, was made from
PEFC certified paper.

"This agreement not only helps to reduce the environmental
impact of one of the most anticipated events for gourmands
from all over Italy, but it also sends a crucial message to the
consumers and producers of our paper industry," said
Antonio Brunori, Secretary General of PEFC Italy. "It
increases the awareness of citizens to the fact that it is
possible to combine development and protection of Italian
forest resources."

Moreover, the paper napkin dispensers, created by Gruppo
Carrara di Lucca, adopted an innovative delivery system that
reduced paper waste by 40%. These savings led to a lower
fibers thanks to the
commitments of a PEFC certified paper mill, six trees will be
replanted in PEFC certified forest.

consumption of cellulose and,
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PEFC International Endorsed China Forest Certification
Council (CFCC)

Early March, PEFC International announced that China’s
national certification system, CFCC, successfully achieved
PEFC endorsement. Since joining PEFC on 30th June 2011,
CFCC has been diligently preparing for obtaining PEFC’s
endorsement, and following two years’ process of
comformity assessment by a consultant and PEFC Board and
General Assembly approval, it has been endorsed by PEFC.
PEFC’S endorsement of CFCC is accelerating the spread of

forest management certification and CoC certification
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domestically within China whilst fueling the interest in PEFC
among neighboring Asian countries which have large trade
volume with China, as well as countries in Europe, North
America, Australia and Japan which have many enterprises
with manufacturing and processing sites in China and keep
huge trade volume of forest based products.

As a matter of fact, the move of establishing national forest
certification systems and their participation in PEFC and
furthermore seeking PEFC endorsement is speeding up
prominemtly in countries such as Indonesia, Indoa, Turkey,
Vietnam, Myanmer and Japan according to the stage of

thedevelopment of their infrastructure respectively.
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Editor’s Note
On 11th March, which was the day after 3 years from East Japan
Great Earthquake and Tsunami, I looked back and refreshed the
memory of that day and the moment when we felt indeed mortal
danger even in Tokyo. I believe that all Japanese people thought
about the still suffering people and the current situation of the
reconstruction of the destroyed areas.
As we reported in this issue, we started petitions in order for
certified timber to be used for constructions related to 2020 Tokyo
Olympic/Paralympic Games. However, on the other hand, we
heard a voice from a person who works for a PEFC-certified
company located at one of such damaged areas saying, “It is our
frank feeling that the current situation doesn't allow us to even
think about Olympic Games when we see this even-now little
progress of the reconstruction projects.”
Even though the Game be held in Tokyo, I sill hope that it will be
an opportunity to revitalize Japanese economy as a whole, and
furthermore, speed up the recovery of the local industry and
economy of the suffered areas. (Makiko Horio)
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“The cherry blossom season
gl come soon, meowd”
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