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In this issue, we report activities/news from SGEC/PEFC Japan, PEFC International and other NG Bs.
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International Forest Certification Forum “More certified products to more consumers!” in commemoration of the 20th
anniversary of PEFC (24/Jun)

The principal invitees to the forum were so-called “brand owner companies” who provide products directly to consumers to let
them know more of forest certification. Following the opening address by CEO of PEFC International, presentations were given
by Secretary General of PEFC Australia, Prof. Y. Yasuda who gave the key note and the representatives from those companies
which had been actively engaged in promoting certified products. After this, SGEC/PEFC Japan awarded Paper Pak Division of
Nippon Paper Industries Co., Ltd. for its most active use of PEFC logo onto its products during 2018.

Next day, SGEC/PEFC Project Certification Inspection Tour was held and the excursion visited “Mt. Fuji World Heritage Centre”
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and a wooden water control dam (Shizuoka). With the participation of Mr. Gunneberg, CEO of PEFC International and other
overseas visitors, the excursion provided an excellent opportunity for cultural exchanges with the local people.
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Inspection tour to Mt. Fuji World Heritage dam (SGEC/PEFC project certification)

Centre(SGEC/PEFC project certification)
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“Role of Forest Certification in Achieving SDGs” seminar in commemoration of the 20th anniversary of PEFC (23/Jul)
After having a keynote speech by Dr. Naoto Shiga, former Professor of Tsukuba University “Internationalization of Forest
Certirfication and SGEC”, a panel discussion was coordinated by Professor Miyabayashi Tokyo University of Agriculturein the
latter half. Together with the presentation from Mr. Masui (Maniwa City, Okayama Prefecture), Ms.Yoko Wakabayashi
(Universal Paper) and Ms.Nami Katsuragi (journalist), based on the experiences, Dr. Shiga also participated as a commentator.
There was a lively exchange of ideas for further development of forest certification. After the panel discussion, Mr. Takahara,
Secretary General of the Forest Certification Promotion Council introduced the Council, explained its activities, and requested
participation.
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SGEC/PEFC’s First Project Certification Applied to Sports Facility in Tokyo (August)
The Roofing Project of “Ariake Tennis Park Club House Indoor Tennis Court” was recently completed. This project, using
SGEC/PEFC-certified glued laminated wood, successfully acquired SGEC/PEFC project certification. Commemorating this, a
conferment ceremony was held by the certification body (Japan Gas Appliances Inspection Association ; JIA) at Tokyo
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Metropolitan Government (TMQG) office and the certificate was delivered to Governor Koike.

This project refers to the certification of the construction of the roof part of the tennis facility, ordered by the TMG. More
specifically, the truss part of the roof of the club house indoor courts was built using SGEC/PEFC-certified Japanese larch
laminated structural wood, which was produced in Abashiri, Hokkaido.

At the ceremony, Tokyo Governor Kioke mentioned, “Concerning the procurement of the wood materials related to Tokyo
Oympic/Paralympic Games, we selected and ordered materials in accordance with the wood procurement policy which was
established by the The Tokyo Organising Committee of the O/P Games taking into factors such as sustainability, conservation
of biodiversity and protection of the rights of local community residents. With regard to ‘project certification’, I find it very
meaningful that it was the first case for TMG-related and Olympic-related sports facility. We will continue certification-based
procurements to address the issue of realisation of the sustainable society.”
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Grand Prize winner of “Atchoo Face Championship” submitted request to Governor of Tokyo

The second competition of “Atchoo face championship” was held last spring with the purpose of propagation of our initiative of
promoting “less pollen cedar” among forest/forestry-related industries and the public for realizing “Co-existence between Forests
and the Mankind.” Our calls for contributions of photographs and videos showing people suffering from hay fever received a
large response.

The winners of the three major prizes were already reported in the previous newsletter. Mr. and Mrs. lida (Furniture Atelier in
Kanagawa), chosen as “Best Atchoo-ist”, paid a visit to Tokyo Metropolitan Government to report on this championship to
Governor Koike and handed her a request for Tokyo’s proactive involvement in the measures to address the cedar pollen
problems such as promotion of planting less-pollen cedars.

Mrs. Koike referred to TMG’s on-going policy of promoting the use of wood and finalised the visit by taking a commemorative
photograph with an image of Hyotan Bito, which appeared in the photograph that won the prize. We are committed to continue
efforts in this initiative.
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“Forest of the Era of Reiwa”: Less pollen cedar planting ceremony (September)

On September 28, in the fine autumn weather, in order to celebrate the new era of Reiwa, planting festival of small-pollen cedar
trees in the SGEC-certified forest in the Akigawa Valley, Akiruno City was held. This was supported by the We Love Forest
campaign supporters, and was sponsored by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and the Forestry Agency as a green fund-
raising project of the National Land Afforestation Promotion Organization.

On this event, 44 people including Hyotan-gura and Hyoutanbito, who were awarded the Achoo! Face Championship Award,
participated. After greetings by Prof. Miyabayashi, Forestry Agency and Tokyo Metropolitan Government, tree planting of a
small pollen cedar seedlings was carried out on the site, under the guidance of the Tokyo Metropolitan Forestry Association

We hope that this tree-planting festival will encourage the planting of small-pollen cedar, aiming for symbiosis between human
and the forest.
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Winners of “Let’s Experience Forests and know Forest Certification (SGEC/PEFC) Photo Contest 2019”

This was the third batch of this annual event which is sponsored by PEFC International (SGEC/PEFC in Japan). We are very
pleased to announce the winners, below;-

=EFE Grand Prize [BMER. BOANERSIIEELRE (RFE) “Quiet night, cheerful landscape”,
&5 & Second Prize TRWDTFHILARREH (BEFER) “Beech Woods in Ohyama”, (Shizuoka)
#1835 & Third Prize TEDNIBEBER (WFRIIE) “The Advent of Spring”, (Kanagawa)

EE BT E Special Judges Prize [Z2DIEE /MREIX# (FIFRIUR) “Sparkling of Winter”, (Wakayama)
EEBE Judges Prize TERICEFENLSGFEZOMIRAINNBER (FHEIIR)

“Thatched-Roof Gate Surrounded by Fresh Verdure”, (Kanagawa)
HE FHTHE Protect Forest” Prize TREFFAE K#t1AR—X#%k (FIFWUE) “Kumano Hongu Taisha”, (Wakayama)

41 3 ¥EfAIE PEFC REBTOEBEIVTAMIBIUN)—ENFELEA, SEFEBLGEABTOAEXRLELE, EO
EEFEE FrLUPOLTHTIESL,

—&xEFE GrandPrize
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T1EESE Judges Prize
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PEFC Week 2019 (November, in Wiirzburg/Germany)

The PEFC Week and General Assember at PEFC 20th Anniversary year, was held in Wiirzburg, Germany. Notable items

included the followings;

1. SGEC/PEFC Japan was awarded as the 3rd biggest increase of CoC certificate in the year.

2. Decision of the revision of PEFC CoC standard, including Trademark standard, was postponed to 2020 based on the discussion
on a motion raised at the member meeting prior to General Assembly by Australia regarding definition of “conversion”

3. Newly endorsed 4 countried (Thali, India and Bulgaria), in addition Indonesian Community Forest, and new 4 membership
countries (Myanmar, Vietnam, Ukraine and Gyuana. Now PEFC got 48 endorsed schemes and 53 membership countries all
over the world.

4. SGEC/PEFC Japan made brief presentations at a session called “PEFC Looking forward” on promotion activities we have
carried out such as “Achoo” Face Championship and International Forum and how we could further promote PEFC and
SGEC toward future.

‘ /N =21—R Overseas News ‘

COP25 & PEFC
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PEFC at COP25

On the 4th day of the UN COP 25 in Madrid, PEFC had a very important role. It was set to be devoted to analysing the role of
forests in the face of climate change. In addition to the negotiations on the reduction of carbon emissions that are taking place,
the XXV Conference of the Parties to the UN Climate Change Framework Convention has called on countries, international
organizations and the private sector to act in the search for natural forest-based solutions.

The General Secretary of PEFC Spain, Ana Belén Noriega, participated as a part of panel at the session of High Level Meeting
on Forests, chaired by President of Conservation International. It opened a space for actors to present their initiatives and
discussed their strategies to engage consumers in environmentally responsible forest actions. On the panel, Vice Ministers from
Costa Rica and Peru, Presidents of International Emissions Trading Association (IETA), etc joined. Ana Belén from PEFC Spain
shared her reflections on the panel ‘Community Forest Enterprises: New models for adaptation and mitigation’, hosted by PEFC
international stakeholder member RECOFTC, the Center for People and Forests.

This official COP25 side event discussed successful case studies of Community Forest Enterprises (CFEs) that have helped
communities adapt to climate change, new businesses/business models that can source from CFEs and support their growth, and
new ways of tracing and certifying the products derived from CFEs for consumers to be confident that their money is well spent.

Side Event: Community Forest Enterprises was held with; a senior scientist at CIFOR in Vietnam where she is involved in
payments to the poorest communities for environmental services; liya Das Gupta, from iov42, who talked about the contributions
that blockchain can offer in sustainability; CEO and founder of The Kommon Goods, which produces green products for
companies, hotels and events; and Marcel Starfinger, who has explored innovative financing tools and incentives for small forest
owners in Southeast Asia and Latin America.
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“Let me move on your shoulder! Meow > ”
by Pudding
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Editor’s Note

Six months since the previous issue (in June). PEFC had a milestone year of its 20th anniversary this year, and there were
many natural disasters in Japan, but there were a series of events related to the imperial family in Japan and whole country
was in a celebratory mood. We look forward to your continued cooperation in promoting SGEC and PEFC next year.
Wishing you all a happy new year. (Makiko Horio)
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