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February 2018
To whom it may concern,

Re: Asahi Shimbun’s Article (International Affairs) dated 29th January 2018

PEFC Japan expresses its sincere appreciation for your usual support and sympathy of
PEFC International Forest Certification System.

On 29th January, Asahi Shimbun reported an article on the 9th page titled, “Japan, the
Largest Importer of Woods”, which included a reference to PEFC International Forest
Certification System (hereafter, referred as “PEFC”). The reference to PEFC in the article
introduced a comment as quoted from PEFC International. But, we are afraid that this part of
the article could have caused a misunderstanding about PEFC among Asahi readers. We,
therefore, we would like to provide you with an explanation on the characteristics of PEFC
and its basic mechanism of securing firm credibility for gaining the understanding of PEFC
by not only PEFC stakeholders but also citizens and consumers.

(1) PEFC has a mission to promote sustainable forest management globally and the PEFC-
endorsed national forest certification schemes are grounded on “inter-governmental
processes (criteria and indicators of sustainable forest management)” which were developed
by a participation of 149 countries, and PEFC endorsement which follows rigorous evaluation
of conformity with PEFC’s international certification standards.

Because of this, we can say that wood and paper products originated from forests certified
to PEFC-endorsed national forest certification schemes assure not only legality, needless to
say, but also sustainability.

In the case that non-certified materials are used in certified products, risk management is
practiced for such materials by COC-certified companies following DDS requirement for
avoiding the input of materials from controversial sources and claiming them as “PEFC-
control” materials.

(2) Upon companies’ and groups’ acquiring FM and COC certification from PEFC-endorsed
national schemes, it is necessary that they go through rigorous audit and evaluation for their
conformity with the requirements of FM and COC standards. The audit and evaluation are
conducted by a certification body, which is accredited by an accreditation body that is a
member of IAF, for its audit capability, quality and independence. This means that it is an
indispensable condition for an acquirer of a certification to receive audit by independent
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auditor and prove the conformity to the certification standards.

PEFC'’s certification procedure follows the internationally recognized ISO’s best practice
requirements and its certification will never be granted without certification body’s
confirmation of a conformity with the certification standards.

Needless to say, for the case that citizens or consumers raise doubts on certified forest (FM)
or COC-certified company, certification bodies offer “grievance procedure” for solution of the
problem, and this procedure is fully available for everybody for seeking an inclusive
investigation for free of charge. The availability of this procedure is one of the most important
elements for securing the credibility of PEFC certification system.

The above is the reason why we are able to introduce PEFC certification system to you with
confidence.

(3) PEFC enjoys trust and support from not only millions of forest growers and thousands
of companies but also numerous relative organizations, citizens and consumers of the world.
PEFC, as the leading forest certification scheme, is rated highly by third party evaluations.
Among such evaluations are the forest certification scheme evaluation systems conducted
by the government of the UK and Netherland. PEFC is rated high by such evaluation systems
and PEFC-certified materials are accepted as eligible for public procurement policies of many
leading countries including these two countries. Especially, PEFC’s conformity with the
requirements of the UK government’s evaluation systems is ranked higher than other
certification schemes.

PEFC and the national certification systems are committed to continue efforts in
administering PEFC forest certification system robustly and adequately.

We would be extremely pleased if we could gain even better understanding of the credibility
of PEFC Forest Certification Scheme from not to mention our stakeholders but also citizens
and consumers.

Sttty Foert

Mr. Satohiko Sasaki
Chairman, SGEC/PEFC Japan

Mr. Ben Gunneberg
C.E.O. PEFC
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Reference 1

Summary of the Report from MTCC

1. The Malaysian plywood supplied by Shin Yang and used for the concrete frames for the
construction of New National Stadium, reported by ASAHI SHINBUN, dated 29, January
2018, has been sourced from PEFC/MTCS-certified forest and PEFC controlled sources
materials verified through the PEFC Chain of Custody certification with inbuilt due
diligence system (DDS).

2. With regard to the forests in Long Jeik Village highlighted in the article by Asahi Shimbun
dated 29 January, the forests concerned are not certified under the PEFC/MTCS. And,
wood sourced from this area is not utilized for the manufacture of plywood supplied to

Japan for the construction of the New National Stadium.

3. Currently, the uptake of forest certification is low and the total area of forests in Sarawak
certified is only around 3.9% (approximately 160 thousand ha) of the total certified forests
under the PEFC/MTCS in Malaysia.

4. Last November, the Deputy Chief Minister of Sarawak announced the mandatory
requirement for all long-term forest concessions in the state to obtain forest certification
to further promote sustainable forest management. For details please read the following

article.

*http://www.theborneopost.com/2017/11/08/forest-management-certification-to-be-

made-mandatory/

5. In this context, MTCC is much encouraged by the decision of the Japan Olympic and
Paralympic Committee to specify the use of PEFC/MTCS certified wood for the
construction of New National Stadium. MTCC hopes that our stakeholders and everyone
else will extend similar encouragement to provide motivation for greater uptake of
certification in Malaysia.

(Malaysian Timber Certification Council: MTC)



